Camp Remer/Minnesota

Drahtpost #2

19 November 1944 

 (translated by Marty Pauley)
Our Branch Camps

The “Drahtpost” has received letters from the branch camps that show that the German camp newspaper is greeted with enthusiasm. We thank you for the friendly echo and greet the more than 1,000 comrades who can’t live in the Algona base camp due to the distance they must go to work. Readers, for your information reports indicate that there were 17 branch camps in the summer of this year. After the completion of several work projects, that number will be eight and will remain so for the remainder of the winter. They are as follows:

Branch Camp #2 in Fairmont/Minnesota has 164 men. The camp spokesman is Chief of Police Foehling. The men work in a canning factory.

Branch Camp #3 in Remer/Minnesota has 237 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Glied. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #4 in Bena/Minnesota has 204 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Rebehn. The men are loggers in the forest.

Branch Camp #5 in Owatonna/Minnesota has 140 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Major Hector. The men work in two nurseries and a canning factory.

Branch Camp #6 in Deer River/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is chief of police Schulte. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #7 in New Ulm/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is Officer Knop. The men work in a brick and tile operation.
Branch Camp #13 in Eldora/Iowa has 163 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Benner. The men work in a hemp plant.

Branch Camp #17 in Charles City/Iowa has 51 men. The camp spokesman is Private First Class Steick. The men work in a nursery.

Due to a lack of information, only a few reports can be made regarding activities in the branch camps. From the available reports of October we know that this month in Remer and Eldora they are teaching various courses, that in Remer and Owatonna they have record concerts and that there are a number of sporting activities available in those three branch camps also. The lecture mentioned in the first copy of our paper of the camp pastor Alex Funke about church and politics was also held in Owatonna. Camp Fairmont sent a report of a dignified ceremony commemorating the 9th of November.

Drahtpost #4

Christmas 1944

 (translated by Kent & Heidi Mechler)

Spotlights from Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #3, Remer/Minnesota

We have a theater, too! Out of a housing barracks emerged a good-looking and functional auditorium. It was dedicated with a well-done variety show under the motto “People, Animals, Sensations,” which Sergeant Major Glied opened. The laugh muscles were set into powerful motion by the humoristic scenes and the grotesque animal training acts of the “Circus Sarassani.” It was a good beginning and incentive for further presentations.

Drahtpost #7

28 January 1945

 (translated by Michael Hustedde)

Miscellaneous


Branch Camp #3 at Remer has disbanded, and most of its inmates are building Branch Camp #18 at Grand Rapids. We hope to hear something from Grand Rapids soon.

Lagerzeitung #4

30 September 1945

 (translated by Franz Heizler)
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Minnesota

Minnesota is Iowa’s northern neighboring state. With more than 11, 000 lakes in the northern part, it is very similar to southern Finland or Lithuania. Minnesota is on average 310 meters above sea level; no hill surpasses 520 m. Of the 219,326 km² land area, about 400 km² are covered in forest. Deciduous trees such as poplar and birch predominate over spruce and coniferous trees. Quick growing thick undergrowth shows the naturalness of the forests. The irrigation of the land is excellent. The best-known lakes are Rainy Lake, Lake of the Woods on British Canada’s border, Red Lake in the Northwest—which drains into the Red River and Leech Lake—and Mille Lacs, which is without a notable outlet. The major river is the Mississippi, which begins its course in Lake Itasca, then continues on in Minnesota for a total of 1350 km. Its eastern neighboring river is the St. Croix. The Minnesota or St. Peter’s River flows into the state from Dakota and then north of St. Paul into the Mississippi. The Red River of the North forms 610 km of the western border. The St. Louis River—the last major river of mention—flows into Lake Superior.


Already in the 17th century one could find Canadian fur traders in Minnesota; in 1673 Frenchmen Joliet and Father Marquette explored the upper Mississippi; in 1680 Father Hennepin reached St. Anthony’s Falls of the Mississippi. In 1731 French fur traders came to Minnesota—which became a French territory in 1689. In 1763 Minnesota fell to the English and then, after the American Revolution in 1783, to the northern states. In 1812 Minnesota officially was handed over to the United States from England. In 1819 Fort Smelling near St. Anthony’s Falls was built. The Lake Itasca, the source of the Mississippi—“the father of the waters”—was discovered in 1820 by H. R. Schoolcraft during an expedition by Lewis Cass, then-governor of Michigan. When Minnesota became a territory in 1849, it had but 5,000 white residents. In 1858 Minnesota became the 32nd state in the Union.

Probably the last battle between American soldiers and Indians was in 1898 on Leech Lake. In 1902 the U.S. Congress passed a law allotting the Indians payment for the land and forest, while declaring it a national forest. All over the state one can find Indian names: Minnesota (minne=water, sota=blue skies), Hiawatha Circle, Lake Winnibigoshish, Cut Foot Sioux, Chippewa National Forest and others. Our comrades in the lumberjack camp—especially in Bena—had interesting reports about the Indian population that live in the area near their camp: reports about their festivals, celebrations and traditions, as well as about horse trading and about the oldest living Indian, who is a rarity with his “141 years.”


By the way, 14 of the POW camps are located in Minnesota: Bena, Deer River (Cut Foot Sioux), Grand Rapids, Moorhead, Montgomery, Faribault, Owatonna, Ortonville, St. Charles, New Ulm, Wells, Fairmont, Howard Lake and Olivia.


Since the lumber resources of the state are so huge, it was only in the last decade that it became possible to set up a systematic forestry system—which was especially supported by the Civilian Conservation Corp, an organization like our “Arbeitsdienst”. In the 1870s there was still an uninterrupted forest covering 30% of the entire land area of Minnesota. Huge forest fires like those thirty years ago near Remer destroyed large stands of trees. On the fertile agricultural land—especially in the south—corn, rye, barley and oats are planted, but potatoes and wheat remain the main crop in the area. In southern Minnesota we find large chicken farms, fine specimen of cattle, and dairy farms. 


The state has a low population density, despite the fact that the state’s population has grown at a rapid pace that few states have experienced. The population (not including Indians) was 6,077 in 1850, 172,023 in 1860, and then 439,706 in 1870 (including 41,363 Germans, 56,927 Scandinavians and 7,040 Indians). In 1875 Minnesota had 599,891 inhabitants; the current population is about 2,800,000. The average Minnesotan is either a farmer or forester. In the north the population is most commonly of Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish or German decent. The state capital is St. Paul, with 288,000 people—directly across the Mississippi from Minneapolis, with 492,000 people.


The state is not very rich in minerals. Some copper and iron can be found in the northeast, while salt mines can be found in the Red River Valley, and in various places peat mines. Any type of useful rock is seldom found. It goes without saying that the woodworking industry, the many saw mills and the lumber and shingle trade are all in the northern part of the state.

—Ludwig Ohnacker

