Camp Owatonna/Minnesota

Drahtpost #2

19 November 1944 

 (translated by Marty Pauley)
Our Branch Camps

The “Drahtpost” has received letters from the branch camps that show that the German camp newspaper is greeted with enthusiasm. We thank you for the friendly echo and greet the more than 1,000 comrades who can’t live in the Algona base camp due to the distance they must go to work. Readers, for your information reports indicate that there were 17 branch camps in the summer of this year. After the completion of several work projects, that number will be eight and will remain so for the remainder of the winter. They are as follows:

Branch Camp #2 in Fairmont/Minnesota has 164 men. The camp spokesman is Chief of Police Foehling. The men work in a canning factory.

Branch Camp #3 in Remer/Minnesota has 237 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Glied. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #4 in Bena/Minnesota has 204 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Rebehn. The men are loggers in the forest.

Branch Camp #5 in Owatonna/Minnesota has 140 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Major Hector. The men work in two nurseries and a canning factory.

Branch Camp #6 in Deer River/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is chief of police Schulte. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #7 in New Ulm/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is Officer Knop. The men work in a brick and tile operation.
Branch Camp #13 in Eldora/Iowa has 163 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Benner. The men work in a hemp plant.

Branch Camp #17 in Charles City/Iowa has 51 men. The camp spokesman is Private First Class Steick. The men work in a nursery.

Due to a lack of information, only a few reports can be made regarding activities in the branch camps. From the available reports of October we know that this month in Remer and Eldora they are teaching various courses, that in Remer and Owatonna they have record concerts and that there are a number of sporting activities available in those three branch camps also. The lecture mentioned in the first copy of our paper of the camp pastor Alex Funke about church and politics was also held in Owatonna. Camp Fairmont sent a report of a dignified ceremony commemorating the 9th of November.

Drahtpost #3

3 December 1944 

 (translated by Stuart Gorman)

Our Branch Camps

Big soccer match in Owatonna
On November 12th, a sensational soccer match between the “old men” (over 30 years) and the 2nd was played. Because of many humorous situations, this match was well received by the whole camp. The match ended with a well-earned victory of 2:0 for the “old men.” On 19 November in Fairmont the A and B-Teams met. The game ended with a 3:1 victory for the A-Team.

Drahtpost #4

Christmas 1944

 (translated by Kent & Heidi Mechler)

Announcements

Branch Camp #5 in Owatonna extends its best wishes to Corporal Mueller on the occasion of his “long-distance wedding,” Christmas 1944. Our camp director, Sgt. Bauer, the “Drahtpost,” and everyone else here joins in congratulations and hope that Comrade Mueller soon will be able to see his young wife again in the Homeland.
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Drahtpost #5

1 January 1945

 (translated by Heidi and Kent Mechler, based on translations by Hans and Ilse Bruntjens)

Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #5, Owatonna/Minnesota

Branch Camp #5 in Owatonna—which was set up by POW Camp Concordia/Kansas—exists since the middle of March of this year. It was intended for 120 men—including two officers—and was commanded by Captain Idelberger. Assistant Doctor Adler was responsible for the medical care, but he had to return to Concordia already in the middle of June. Our new doctor, Assistant Doctor Rudisch from POW Camp Grossville/Tennessee, arrived to be with us at the beginning of July. Master Guard Alex Funke—a former member of our branch camp—was transferred to Algona on 3 August 1944 to serve as the German camp pastor. There was also a change in the camp command on 1 September; unfortunately, Captain Idelberger had to return to Concordia. Once again it should be said here how thankful we are for his leadership and care. Sergeant-major Hector became his successor in the camp command.


In addition to the two tree nurseries—the Cashmen and the Owatonna Nursery—which were our only “employers,” the Owatonna Canning Company (asparagus, peas, and corn canning) was soon added as a contractor. That is where most of our men now work.


In the middle of August 37 comrades from Algona arrived as reinforcement but, except for a few, they’ve left again. The 13 people from Faribault, who are transferred to us for a few weeks on 19 November, are housed in the veranda of our “villa” and in a portable barracks.


In winter the two nurseries mentioned above, the canning factory in the city itself and small farms offer employment possibilities for our camp. During free time—when the weather is good—we play soccer and punch-ball, in addition to table tennis, Skat and chess. Movies are shown regularly—but, unfortunately, so far only once in German. The musical performances that were offered in October were met with great approval. The American camp pastor and Master Guard 
Funke are to be thanked for providing the music books, sheet music and records necessary to put on such evenings.


On the evening of 9 November a dignified commemoration was held, similar to that held on 20 April.


Corporal Eberwein leads a seminar for English, and comrade Haase provides instruction in calculation and commercial correspondence for the craftsmen and salesmen.

A small camp band under the direction of Dr. Rudisch, a men’s choir directed by Lance-corporal Martin Schachermeier, and the recently-exchanged camp library help make our free time nicer.
Drahtpost #6

14 January 1945

 (translated by Gunter Krauthamer)
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Our Branch Camps
From Owatonna

We received the following telegram with a wireless picture:
2 January 1945—14:30: POW Camp Owatonna destroyed by major fire. Stop. Thanks to the municipal fire department working with such rapidity the house burned down to its foundation. Stop. More than 60 POWs now homeless; no fatalities; one minor injury during salvage work. Stop. Canteen (with beer supply) and washroom saved. Stop. Barbed wire preserved. Stop. Cause for fire: American method of chimney construction. Stop. POW fire extinguishers totally inadequate. Stop. Fire was welcome sensation for neighboring population. Stop. Prisoners respond to this stroke of fate with the usual stolidity. Stop. 

Drahtpost #11

25 March 1945

 (translated by Jere and Harold Brands)

Spotlights from Our Branch Camps

Free ring!

Camp Owatonna last week started a boxing course. Corporal Pfeifer—an old ringleader from the ranks of central German amateurs—will start from the very beginning with training, which should give everyone the body control and technique necessary for boxing.

After stretching practices they progress to the “Maisbrine”, the “Zielball” and other training apparati on hand. At the end of each hour of training the gloves are donned for a short round in the ring. Muscle aches—a sign of thorough training—will appear the next day: “Every beginning is hard”.

Drahtpost #17

1 July 1945

 (translated by Joyce Adams)

Music, School and Sports in Owatonna

A number of record concerts have helped us make our Sunday hours complete through musical celebrations. Of these, our Mothers’ Day observance—presented appropriately by Pfc. Schachermeier—and our Pentecost matinee concert stand out. Our camp orchestra conducted by Dr. Rudisch delighted the audience for two full hours, with concert works and spirited solos. Pfc. Teschner acted as master of ceremonies and Pfc. Kehrer’s comic impersonation warmed our tough old warriors’ hearts. We thank them again and are already looking forward to the next friendly get-together, where we again will not spare the applause.

Now let school and sports have a word!

Through a long process we furnished our “lounge” with necessities obtained through our own means inside the large mess hall. Pfc. Eberwein gave our educational courses in English, while Private Haase taught one for businessmen and Pfc. Schachermeier a third class in notation reading for music lovers. Every Monday lectures on topics of general interest are presented within our working group. At these, each of us who feels called to speak will address “the people” in turn on a matter related to his specialty or field of endeavor. Incidentally, our library was exchanged recently and all the comrades’ desires for reading matter are also satisfied at least for a time.

A high point was two Sundays devoted to competitions, including the entire camp in which the “old fellows” pit themselves against the “newcomers.” But, the first Owatonna team—in its attractive yellow and white uniforms—was able to maintain its previous success by achieving two more convincing victories. Now, the two teams have been combined and integrated. When the time comes, the players hope to try their abilities against those of teams from our neighbor camps. In between, though, a game of the second team against our “old fellows” can be arranged as a return match after the 2:0 victory by the “old fellows”. Our comrades still diligently practice handball, gymnastics at the bar and discus throwing. Two particular sport sensations were the fistball games. “Barrack 1” challenged the “Chicken Coop” —only to meet major defeats at the hands of high-scoring opponents in two matches.

Still—along with chess, Skat, bridge, poker and Doppelkopf—table tennis claims far and away the greatest share of our free time. Almost everyone takes part. In May there were two table tennis tournaments each in singles and doubles. As yet, however, a comprehensive tournament is not completed. Once points and matches have been weighed, one group of players will be ranked above the others and will later have to meet challenges for their place. Ways to drop into a lower-ranked group or rise higher have to be taken into the bargain. It takes a long time—but, on the other hand it makes the time pass.

Daily exercise and boxing training—with our boxing ring now well assembled—have been temporarily discontinued because of the current reduction of calories in our diet. Soon our old manager and coach Corporal Karlin will resume the usual training of the exercise devotees with his old energy, and we hope will present trained boxers in competition.

We send a loud “Ahoi” to all the comrades at the base camp and the other branch camps—wishing them all the best for the future.

Lagerzeitung #1

21 July 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Contributions to the International Red Cross

Upon an earlier suggestion a voluntary collection for the International Red Cross was taken among our comrades at Camp Algona and all its branch camps, with the following results.

Base Camp Algona/Iowa:


$1,793.65

Branch Camp Fairmont/Minnesota:

$   849.19

Branch Camp Bena/Minnesota:


$   239.50

Branch Camp Faribault/Minnesota:

$   438.25

Branch Camp St. Charles/Minnesota:

$   353.75

Branch Camp Eldora/Iowa:


$   805.00

Branch Camp Tabor/Iowa:


$   312.85

Branch Camp Charles City/Iowa:

$   111.50

Branch Camp Clinton/Iowa:


$   217.16

Branch Camp Shenandoah/Iowa:

$   574.25

Branch Camp Yankton/South Dakota:

$   205.50

Branch Camp Muscatine/Iowa:


$   363.00

Branch Camp Owatonna/Minnesota:

$   555.33

The remaining results aren’t yet in; we’ll publish them in the next number.

Transfers to and from Camp Algona

Arrivals: 
9 July

  50 men from Eldora/Iowa

Departures:
29 June

115 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



29 June

  62 men to Owatonna/Minnesota



2 July

  30 men to St. Charles/Minnesota



6 July

  30 men to Faribault/Minnesota



10 July

  25 men to Fairmont/Minnesota



10 July

  30 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



10 July

  20 men to Tabor/Iowa



10 July

  40 men to Ortonville/Minnesota

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

