Camp Wells/Minnesota

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

Lagerzeitung #4

30 September 1945

 (translated by Franz Heizler)

Branch Camp #24, Wells/Minnesota

On 16 June part of the Crowder Team said goodbye to Algona’s base camp. After several hours’ drive—mostly in open trucks—a factory surrounded by a simple, low, barbed wire fence came into view. After the first sight of the camp already had disappointed us, the disappointment grew as we found out that we were to sleep in the two large halls—the floors of which were made out of gravel or wooden slats. Many of us reminded ourselves of the nice barracks in Camp Crowder before we set up our beds.

In the beginning there were many difficulties to overcome: a lavatory needed to be built, lights needed to be set up and the washroom needed to be enlarged. The kitchen was barely equipped. All the work was to be done with fairly primitive tools.


Soon, however, we had time to pursue our favorite pastimes. Some played cards, while others played soccer; many lay in the sun and read. Some were busy with paintbrushes or woodcarving knives. Musical instruments and radios returned to their owners, and many enjoyed the books in the small library.


On 1 July the first comrades went to work. From that moment on, the entire camp worked without interruption picking and processing of the peas until the beginning of August. Now, we are helping the farmers with the oat harvest, which will be followed by the sweet corn harvest as our next project. We are all hoping that this will be our last assignment in the U.S.A. We would prefer to use our full energy helping to rebuild Germany.


In this way we send our greetings to our comrades in Camp Fairmont.

—Wolfgang Schindler

Lagerzeitung #8

23 January 1946

 (translated by Heino Erichsen)

Collection for the Y.M.C.A.

A special collection reached the sum of $7,037.00 for the benefit of the relief fund of the Y.M.C.A.. The amount was sent to the Y.M.C.A. by check. We learned from a Y.M.C.A. communication that the greatest amount collected in one POW camp was $9,190.35. Together—with an earlier collection from the branch camps in Deer River ($1,058.87) and in Wells ($219.00) —we attained a total of $8,314.87.

Thus, we are close to the highest donation collected for the benefit of German POWs in European camps. We all can be proud of this result. We give hearty thanks to all contributors.

The breakdown is as follows:

1st Company 

$ 936.00

2nd Company 

   840.23

3rd Company 

   467.97

4th Company 

   300.90

5th Company 

   984.02

6th Company 

1,283.37

Deer River 

   350.65

Shenandoah 

   690.00

Onawa 


   148.12

Sports collection 
   726.05

Theater group 

   194.37

Camp treasury 

   115.32




-----------

Total 

           $7,037.00

—F.W. Henkel, camp spokesman

