Camp Saint Charles/Minnesota

17 June 1945

 (translated by William Shetter)

Branch Camp #17, Charles City/Iowa
Full of expectation, on 20 October 1944 an advance force of 25 men left Branch Camp #10 in St. Charles/Minnesota—which had been discontinued—and traveled south to the town of Charles City/Iowa to prepare the newly founded Branch Camp #17…


—Kurt Neuburger
Drahtpost #17

1 July 1945

 (translated by Joyce Adams)

Highlights from Our Branch Camps
Branch Camp #10, St. Charles/Minnesota

 
In southeast Minnesota—not far from the town of Rochester—is St. Charles, with the eponymous auxiliary camp seven miles from the town. The grounds of the eight barracks and other buildings have the enticing name of “White Water State Park” and are crossed by a stream that winds down into a valley. The area has nothing in common with white water other than the name, however, and during a heavy rain that recently fell the stream rose to threaten the most important place in the camp: the kitchen.

The camp is surrounded by steep limestone cliffs that lend it a romantic appearance—a gray-white background for green foliage. There is also a playing field—not quite up to our standards, but altogether usable and already the stage for numerous soccer and handball games. Here, though, the local favorite game is fistball, which young and old play during free time until the onset of darkness.

Among the comrades who increased the camp population to 200 in number two weeks ago are some who are surely the youngest POWs and also some older cohorts—for in the case of 15-1/2 and 50 year olds, respectively, one can certainly speak of young and old. But, despite this and also the fact that some have spent two weeks while some others two years behind barbed wire, there was communication at once—and perhaps for this very reason a bridge was built in no time, as each had news for the other.

Amusement is provided in free time by a camp orchestra and a theater group—both of which rehearse diligently. The latter will soon present a play, now that a few hours of good entertainment have passed. A stage was constructed—so to speak from nothing, with great difficulty—and soon we will hear “Curtain going up! Here speaks and plays St. Charles.”

Finally, to the “old woodsmen” [at the branch camp] in Bena/Minnesota, heartfelt greetings and “Good wood!”

Lagerzeitung #1

21 July 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Contributions to the International Red Cross

Upon an earlier suggestion a voluntary collection for the International Red Cross was taken among our comrades at Camp Algona and all its branch camps, with the following results.

Base Camp Algona/Iowa:


$1,793.65

Branch Camp Fairmont/Minnesota:

$   849.19

Branch Camp Bena/Minnesota:


$   239.50

Branch Camp Faribault/Minnesota:

$   438.25

Branch Camp St. Charles/Minnesota:

$   353.75

Branch Camp Eldora/Iowa:


$   805.00

Branch Camp Tabor/Iowa:


$   312.85

Branch Camp Charles City/Iowa:

$   111.50

Branch Camp Clinton/Iowa:


$   217.16

Branch Camp Shenandoah/Iowa:

$   574.25

Branch Camp Yankton/South Dakota:

$   205.50

Branch Camp Muscatine/Iowa:


$   363.00

Branch Camp Owatonna/Minnesota:

$   555.33

The remaining results aren’t yet in; we’ll publish them in the next number.

Transfers to and from Camp Algona

Arrivals: 
9 July

  50 men from Eldora/Iowa

Departures:
29 June

115 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



29 June

  62 men to Owatonna/Minnesota



2 July

  30 men to St. Charles/Minnesota



6 July

  30 men to Faribault/Minnesota



10 July

  25 men to Fairmont/Minnesota



10 July

  30 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



10 July

  20 men to Tabor/Iowa



10 July

  40 men to Ortonville/Minnesota

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

