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Camp New Ulm/Minnesota

Drahtpost #2

19 November 1944 

 (translated by Marty Pauley)
Our Branch Camps

The “Drahtpost” has received letters from the branch camps that show that the German camp newspaper is greeted with enthusiasm. We thank you for the friendly echo and greet the more than 1,000 comrades who can’t live in the Algona base camp due to the distance they must go to work. Readers, for your information reports indicate that there were 17 branch camps in the summer of this year. After the completion of several work projects, that number will be eight and will remain so for the remainder of the winter. They are as follows:

Branch Camp #2 in Fairmont/Minnesota has 164 men. The camp spokesman is Chief of Police Foehling. The men work in a canning factory.

Branch Camp #3 in Remer/Minnesota has 237 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Glied. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #4 in Bena/Minnesota has 204 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Rebehn. The men are loggers in the forest.

Branch Camp #5 in Owatonna/Minnesota has 140 men. The camp spokesman is Sergeant Major Hector. The men work in two nurseries and a canning factory.

Branch Camp #6 in Deer River/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is chief of police Schulte. The men are loggers in the forest.
Branch Camp #7 in New Ulm/Minnesota has 145 men. The camp spokesman is Officer Knop. The men work in a brick and tile operation.
Branch Camp #13 in Eldora/Iowa has 163 men. The camp spokesman is Staff Sergeant Benner. The men work in a hemp plant.

Branch Camp #17 in Charles City/Iowa has 51 men. The camp spokesman is Private First Class Steick. The men work in a nursery.

Due to a lack of information, only a few reports can be made regarding activities in the branch camps. From the available reports of October we know that this month in Remer and Eldora they are teaching various courses, that in Remer and Owatonna they have record concerts and that there are a number of sporting activities available in those three branch camps also. The lecture mentioned in the first copy of our paper of the camp pastor Alex Funke about church and politics was also held in Owatonna. Camp Fairmont sent a report of a dignified ceremony commemorating the 9th of November.

Drahtpost #4

Christmas 1944

 (translated by Kent & Heidi Mechler)

Spotlights from Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #7, New Ulm/Minnesota

In summer we had ample opportunity to swim and fish, so now we turn our attention to winter sport with its various delights. Ice skates, ice-yachts and skis are all being built in our workshop. We bid an energetic “Ski-Heil” to all our comrades in New Ulm!

Drahtpost #6

14 January 1945

 (translated by Gunter Krauthamer)

Our Branch Camps

Branch Camp #7, New Ulm/Minnesota

After our arrival in the branch camp in New Ulm we began working with real zest in order to create a site worthy of Germans. We erected the barbed wire fence—indispensable for our security; we cleaned out the barracks and used brush and paint to finish the first part of our work. Then we applied our effort to creating the “club house”. With the assistance of various specialists, this became a comfortable home. Those eager to learn and eager for knowledge are gathered here for instruction. Next to intellectual maintenance, bodily care also is available. Our house band was launched with the arrival of a piano. Likewise, the ocarina blowers with their puffy cheeks will soon perform and bring joy and relaxation to their comrades. Construction of an athletic field literally fell through (into water). During the summer we had ample opportunity for swimming and fishing; now we honor winter sport in its many varieties. Ice skates, ice sails and skis are being built in our shop.


Our well known “tailor team” won a victory in ice hockey after a tough fight. The entire camp is full of activity and the work projects are completed on the side. With the best of wills our heavy and heaviest workers cannot love the bricks. Some recall with nostalgia the time of chasing peas and skirts. Now they try to gain a reputation while plucking ducks and washing eggs—but, we see through this, intensely so! Some attempt to use these explosive throwing missiles to attain the speed of a V2. Hits can be observed. We are all still working on the first million. Yet we are in good spirits and accomplish the demanded work as genuine prisoners.


Our thoughts about home, our faith in our hearts and a knowing smile on our lips—such are we, the prisoners of New Ulm.

Lagerzeitung #1

21 July 1945

 (translated by Alex J. Kay)

Transfers to and from Camp Algona

Arrivals: 
9 July

  50 men from Eldora/Iowa

Departures:
29 June

115 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



29 June

  62 men to Owatonna/Minnesota



2 July

  30 men to St. Charles/Minnesota



6 July

  30 men to Faribault/Minnesota



10 July

  25 men to Fairmont/Minnesota



10 July

  30 men to New Ulm/Minnesota



10 July

  20 men to Tabor/Iowa



10 July

  40 men to Ortonville/Minnesota

Lagerzeitung #2

9 August 1945:

 (translated by Hannelore Furness)

Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945

base camp:
Algona/Iowa


869 men

branch camps:
1 Moorhead/Minnesota

  85 men



2 Fairmont/Minnesota

508 men



4 Bena/Minnesota

145 men



5 Owatonna/Minnesota

207 men



6 Deer River/Minnesota

165 men



7 New Ulm/Minnesota

318 men



8 Montgomery/Minnesota
633 men



9 Faribault/Minnesota

366 men



10 St. Charles/Minnesota
304 men



11 Ortonville/Minnesota
110 men



13 Eldora/Iowa


150 men



17 Charles City/Iowa

 77 men



19 Clinton/Iowa 

 92 men



23 Muscatine/Iowa

113 men



24 Wells/Minnesota

311 men



25 Onawa/Iowa


 91 men



26 Storm Lake/Iowa

 62 men



—Waverly/Iowa     
        (in preparation)



total occupancy


4,606 men

