Lagerzeitung #2





9 August 1945:


 (translated by Hannelore Furness)





Cosmos


Up there everything is in harmony and order. 


Every member in this large brilliant group


Wanders obeying ancient rules. 


Even the unruliest among them, the comets, 


Move in their destined path. 


What contrast to the turmoil down here. 


Oh, look to the stars, 





And if they are concealed


By the dark Earthly day and clouds, 


Then think of them and never forget


That they are smiling above all the clouds,


Shadows, storms and thunderstorms.


—Raabe





The Homeland


The sailor returns home, happy to the calm river


From far away islands, where he had harvested.


I would like to return to my homeland, too—


But what did I harvest, other than grief?





You lovely shores that raised me,


Will you satisfy love’s suffering? 


Will you, forests of my childhood,


Give me peace once more when I return?


—Friedrich Hoelderlein





What We Have to Learn


According to a press release, an education program for German Prisoners of War in the U.S.A. has been initiated with the help of well-known scientists and pedagogues.


“Education”—the word still leaves a bitter taste in the mouth after our earlier, less-than-happy experiences. Inevitably—and with discomfort—we remember the notorious “political education lessons” we had to submit to while in the military. As backwards as that one-sided nonsense was, taught by those not destined to teach well, its main purpose was often served: hammering the remaining ability to judge out of the strapping Prussian soldier’s head. That was—God knows—no blessed education. Or, perhaps we think further back to the damaging misuse of the word “education” under the sign of the swastika—to high-faluting phrases about “world-friendly”, “national-political”, “military-political”, “racial-political” and “who-knows-what-political education”. It was an educational racket that was pushing our people into the devil’s kitchen. It was a terrible poisonous seed—which not only brought us the most horrible war of all times and the destruction of our Homeland, but also the mistrust and contempt of the rest of the world.


It’s no wonder, considering our history with “education,” that many of us mention the word “education” only with skepticism. We are burnt children and, like children, we do not want to hear about things that have become unpleasant—least of all about anything having to do with politics and political education. We believe to have learned our lesson once and for all through the damage (wrought by the Nazi political system). And we wish for nothing more than to be able to return home some day and rebuild—with sweat on our brows and united with loved ones—a modest existence from the ruins. We do not want to care about anything else except working and living in peace. And for that—many think of us think—there is no need for “education”.


Whoever thinks that way is only correct in one way—that is, that we do not want to hear about the straight-jacket-education of earlier times any more. He is wrong, though, if he believes that, simply because they led to disaster, years of drilled faulty teachings have been overcome and have made way for better thinking. The external change is enough at the moment, but it came from the outside and not from inner realizations. This is what we all need, when we return home and have to deal with the turmoil of fate. We need the new, better thinking—especially if our work is to be truly rebuilding.


Even if we have enough incentive to overcome all the damaging, “brown” [National Socialist] opinions and sweep them from our brains, this procedure alone may not be enough to turn us into new people. Until we gain better knowledge and use it in place of the rejected errors, there will be an emptiness in us that will not serve as a basis for the re-education of our humanity But, most of all, we want to prevent the danger that some day another false prophet finds our fields of inner convictions empty or badly planted, and once more is able to grow his corrupt seeds. We have to be prepared against that. We can do so by finally rejecting the endlessly preached, one-sided thinking, and replacing it with mental readiness, overall patience and spiritual freedom. We have to find our way to the basics of true humanity—which do not allow national borders or malicious propaganda to cloud willingness to understand “the Others”.


The will to understand—it seems to me—is the first and most important basis that we need. The lack of it has been the reason for all evil up to now. Without understanding, it is impossible to have communication, respect among nations, teamwork or peace. For too long, Germany has lacked understanding for their neighbors in the world. For too long, we let ourselves be ruled by national egotism. For too long, we only saw our own interests without wanting to understand that others had rightful interests, too. Now we have learned a lesson—a hard, bitter lesson, which still can be useful if we finally learn to understand—and, we have to learn this, if we ever want to find our way back into the community of nations.


Herein lies the core point that has been missing in this education: in this twist of fate, to win understanding for the thinking and way of life, the worries and wishes of other nations and, ultimately, to find convincing recognition of a peaceful world order, which protects the honest teamwork, mutual respect and tolerance of the rights of other nations.


We, the prisoners of war in the U.S.A., have an advantage over those back home, since we can form our own opinions. We can learn a good deal about the rhythm of life of this first land of democracy—despite the barbed wire—and surely we understand much today which we did not understand at year’s end. When we return home, it will be our assignment to report about this to spread understanding of the “American Way” as the best expression of a free and, in the best sense, democratic life style.


I do not know yet what content the planned curriculum will have for us prisoners of war. But, I do know that we have every reason to be thankful for every given opportunity to deepen our understanding and insight—for only that and our good will can ease the hard road to a new beginning.


—Rolf Bernegau





The Re-Education of German Youth


A re-education program has been specially developed with the goal in mind to re-educate the German people and heal them from Nazism, and to guide the world outlook of the individuals into a specific direction. It is of special interest to find out what the textbooks in German schools will look like in the future and who will be charged with the re-education of German youth.


Dr. Fritz Karsen of Berlin could be viewed as the spiritual General Director of the undertaking. He is joined by others who were well known during the German Reich: Dr. Susanne Engelmann and Dr. Hedda Korsch (both of Berlin) contributed to the new reading books for the nation’s schools; both are proven educators. The novelist Joachim Maas and Ernst Waldinger also are co-workers in the project. The readers they are producing will not only deal with the German landscape and German people’s feelings and thoughts, but also describe the way of life, sensing and thinking of other nations. This should broaden the view and show more respect towards the literature of the world. Authors like Heinrich Heine will be represented again in this book. The history book “German Authority for Modern History” will be co-authored by Dr. Julius E. List of Cologne, Dr. Helno Wiernszowski of Bonn, Dr. Emmy Heller, Dr. Friedrich Gramer and Dr. Hugo Biber. The new world history will cover German history “In the appropriate prospective of historical mankind”. 


G. B. Fischer is the publisher, with the publishing house of Berman-Fischer—formerly of Berlin, then Vienna, and now Stockholm. Dr. Fischer declared: “The entire field of German schoolbooks is in need of thorough revision, and we intend to undertake that as soon as possible.”


According to American newspapers, the schools in Germany have started up again. Everybody—even the son of the most common worker—is supposed to have the opportunity to attend schools of higher education and be given the opportunity to better himself.


—F. Mennenga





The World Situation


(based on reports from the “New York Times” from 22 June 1945)


The Battle of Potsdam


In order to see [the Potsdam negotiations] in the correct light, we have to keep the undeniable truth in mind that the war in Europe is far from over. A modern war cannot be brought to an end by a military surrender; it can only be brought to an end after the side effects have been conquered.


The first task was to put down armed resistance in Europe. The victory left a Germany without a government—with the exception of the one put in place, empowered or tolerated by the Allied Forces. In formerly occupied countries it left several provisionary governments, which were rarely on solid ground. It left the economical and social institutions of the continent in chaos. It proved to all people and to its followers that Nazism had taken on more than it could handle.


Nevertheless, it seems that it has not yet proven to everyone that Nazism also was morally wrong. That realization can be transferred to the large number of unhappy and homeless people, who are wandering Europe’s roads; to men without jobs and incomes because industry and commerce have been destroyed; to sick people without medical care; to millions who do not have enough food or clothing; to families who already shudder in midsummer at the thought that there will not be enough heating material available for winter; to countless with ruined nerves—dissatisfied with the present and full of uncertainty about the future. As long as these circumstances prevail, we cannot achieve true peace anywhere.


The second phase of the war is a big battle against human misery. This includes the reconstruction of normal living conditions all over Europe—from the Greek Islands to the Northern Cape and from the Estates of France to the Russian border. Normal living conditions mean two kinds of freedom: first, the release of constructive, human energy, the provision of necessary raw material and the adequate machinery to process and distribute them; second, not only does the human spirit need to be freed from the deadly pest of Nazism but also from the equally deadly illness of pessimism and despair. If these two goals cannot be realized, there will be a continued demise of civilization in Europe. And, if the pre-war conditions—which appear relatively mild to us now—brought about Nazism and Fascism, what can we expect of this much more desperate situation?


Of course, it its absolutely unnecessary to go on like this. It is just as unnecessary as the stop of the seeming standstill in Normandy a little more than a year ago. That standstill was interrupted when the American 9th Army fought their way to Caen and St. Lo, and Patton’s tank division started their wild push across France. We have a right to hope that even this new standstill will break under a determined assault.


But, we cannot just sit still and wait for three men to work wonders—regardless of how great they are. As Americans, we have no responsibility for Mr. Stalin and Mr. Churchill (Attlee)—but we do have an undeniable responsibility for Mr. Truman. His position in the Potsdam accord is unique. He already said it on Friday: “There is no strip of land, or anything of monetary nature that we expect from this war.” The main concern in Europe will probably be that we give up the fight before the work is done—like we did after the last war. That is not the politics of Mr. Truman. It is also not today’s politics of the American people. But, we absolutely must understand that good will alone is not enough. Certain sacrifices are necessary.


Mr. Truman should be in the position to tell his great negotiating partners in Potsdam that his fellow countrymen will not be sidetracked by the propaganda “to bring the boys home” before the task of freeing and re-educating Germany is completed—and that we want to share some of our coal, meat and fat if this will prevent famine in Europe; that we do not limit our duty to the guidelines of the Charta of the United Nations to using force against any attacker who threatens world peace, but will take our fair share of responsibility for the rebuilding of a world in which peace is not threatened. These responsibilities come with a burden, but they are an easier burden then another war and the continued dying of American youth would be. This is our Normandy front today, and the St. Lo which we have to conquer today. With united American effort, a happy bloodless success is possible. No voice is too low to lift itself for this great cause. We are not allowed to listen to the negotiations in Potsdam, but Potsdam can hear what is being said in the United States.
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From the Camp Pastor’s Folder 


(by army chaplain Alex Funke)


Experienced Wisdom


Whoever gives up on God extinguishes the sun in order to be guided by lamplight.


—Christian Morgenstern


The colossal nonsense representing the world without the promise of eternity is beyond my understanding anymore.


—Agnes Guenther


Only the ones who will never accept help will be pushed down by misery—but the ones accepting help in misery will be pushed up.


—Soeren Kierkegaard


A spiritually poor and naked person—what else remains for him but a wild hunt for meaningful enjoyment, which alone can reconcile this lifetime? If I had come to disbelieve what was taught to these people—yes, gentlemen: I live in a rich capacity, in a wealthy position, but all of that could not give me reason to wish to live one day longer. If I did not believe, like the poets say, “Believe in God and a better future.”


—Bismarck, from a speech to the Reichstag in 1876
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Jupp and Michel: A POW Conversation xxx


Michel: Look, Jupp, the “Drahtpost” got a new logo and a new name. With issue #1 we begin again from the beginning.


Jupp: And the two tired figures under the giant “LZ”—who are wearing “PW” on their backs like a punishment—seem to be busy trying to throw the “LZ” over the fence.


Michel: Right, but to the point: floating far away, all over, to where our imprisoned comrades are. Read about this in the first article of this issue.


Jupp: I will not read a newspaper; I’ll have nothing to do with those nice-sounding words about giving, believing and learning. The truth is what it is, either way—and, having read so much in recent years… Or do we still have the right to free;u express our opinions?


Michel: Yes, we still have that right—but you cannot go thoughtlessly through such stormy times; we are in an ordered world, in need of a better mold for the future. Believe me, Jupp: human dignity must open the door to freedom soon. We absolutely cannot be held responsible for the mistakes of a given “society”: we lived in that society and in this way got power through resistance.


Jupp: I only will believe everything good: it not only is read but also lived. If not planned to deceive free-working people, to speculate with naïvity of the god-fearing masses.





fotolz2.13


A Hike through the Neckar Valley


[This extensive, romantic and quaintly written travelogue has not been translated, but the art warrants inclusion here.]
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The Zwingerberg Castle xxx
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Eberbach
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Grouping from Neckarsteinach





From Our Branch Camps


Branch Camp #11, Ortonville/Minnesota


On 10 July we left Camp Algona—as always in such situations, with mixed feelings and with the question, “What will be waiting for us?” But, it was better than we thought—even though the grass was tall and the sparrows had built nests in our new accommodations. A short time later the lawnmower was humming and the intruders fled the barracks. The following Sunday another 71 men rolled in from Camp Atlanta in Nebraska. We moved the beds a little closer together, so everyone had room to lay their tired heads down.


We are working with 111 men in the field and the corn canning plant. The plant is straight across from us; only the road that connects the towns of Ortonville with Big Stone divides us. The border marker for Minnesota and South Dakota sits outside our door. To be exact, the border runs right through the middle of our mess hall—so that half is in Minnesota and the other half is in South Dakota.


The corn is late this year, but I do not believe anyone is upset that he cannot go to work right away. In the meantime, we enjoy the green hills that rise from the river valley; also, the familiar call of the train sounds from the railroad tracks.


We send greetings to all comrades and hope to see you soon.


	—Keilwerth


Sports at Camp Eldora


Eldora—the capital of Hardin County, in the middle of the state of Iowa/U.S.A.—has a population of 2,500, several stores, car repair shops, several beauty shops, two movie theaters, a courthouse with a statue of a soldier and two canons from the war of 1860-65 in front, a juvenile detention center for boys, a large cemetery for all denominations, and a horse race track. Every evening about two-dozen sports-minded men gather at the racetrack—which is the ideal sports training area to practice soccer and hand ball.


Sports enthusiasm in Eldora reached several heights during these last few weeks. On 17 June there was a hand ball and soccer game between the best teams from Eldora-Core and teams of the new arrivals from Camp Concordia/Kansas. The soccer game ended in a tie 2:2; Concordia dominated the hand ball game 14:3; repeat games on 24 June resulted in: soccer, 5:2 for Eldora; hand ball, 9:4 for Concordia.


On 1 and 8 July barracks Lightning Tournaments in these sports excited and captivated the entire camp. Both tournaments were won by Barracks #5.


On 1 July the senior men’s soccer team proved that men between 32 and 54 summers old cannot be counted as old iron yet. The track and field athletes finally had their say on 15 July. To say it up front: the participation was mostly in the form of spectators and in more or less informed applause—which was directed at the brave 20 who measured their strength and endurance in 5 exercises: high and broad jump, shot put, 100 and 1,500 meter run.


It is understandable that the older vintages and many younger ones—after being out of practice for several years—did not dare to step forward. Because of that, we have to applaud those that dared to step out onto the field knowing they could not compete with the “canons”. Those not doing so well should not be embarrassed, since nobody had been training on a regular basis but rather had spent many days doing exhausting work at the cannery, brick-and-tile plant and tree nursery instead. There was, however, strong competition in the high jump between Boehme and Kunze and in the 1,500 meter run between Strauch, Reichert, and Mehner. Overall Standing in 5 Disciplines:


1. Stauch	254 points


 2. Boehme	219 points


3. Kunze	201 points


4. Heinzl	170 points


A table tennis tournament is in the planning. More than 30 men will be facing each other in single and double matches during the next few days.


—W. D.





From the Base Camp


Small delicacies


On Sunday, 15 July the musicians of the Chamber Orchestra brought us an evening concert. “Small delicacies” were promised and delivered. Heinz Leepin, Karl Schmidt and Fritz Lehan led the evening with Bach and Haendel. Karl Schmidt played two cello solos—“Waltz in A-minor” by Johannes Brahms and “Cantilene” by Georg Golterman. Fritz Lehen showed of his talents at the piano with “Polonaise” by Frederic Chopin. Our conductor, Willi Schwoebel, offered two violin solos—“Nocturno” by Chopin and “Giralda” by Beriot, the latter of which demanded total control of the instrument and was well received by the audience. Hans Bresseler sang two songs by Richard Strauss, which complemented the program beautifully. It was easier for the listeners to enjoy this music this time, and they showed their thanks with heartfelt applause.


Goethe’s Egmont


Like “Cabal and Love” a few weeks ago, Goethe’s “Egmont” was “performed” in the community room on the last Sunday in July: the word may be too much for the attempt to bring a drama to life simply by reading the lines—but in any case,  “Egmont” did come to life.


Kendrus, Kronemann, Spaet and most of all Sturm did the reading. You could feel they really wanted to do justice to the piece, and so the spoken words turned into people and fate—yes, real people. That goes for the citizens who celebrated Egmont as the victor of Gravelingen in the first act, and later strictly denied him when Egmont was sentenced to die. That also is true of the politicians and Egmont himself, who—driven by his urging, overflowing heart—storms through the beautiful world and eventually to his unsuspecting decline, from which his belief in freedom finally grows. Best of all it is true of Klaerchen—who simply lives and dies for her strong love for the great Egmont. It took Goethe many years to complete his “Egmont” —years full of happiness and sorrow, of searching and maturing. Now, one and a half centuries later, this work had its effect in Algona, behind barbed wire: maybe the old commissioner was happy about that.





�
Occupancy of Base and Branch Camps as of 5 August 1945


base camp:	Algona/Iowa			869 men


branch camps:	1 Moorhead/Minnesota		  85 men


		2 Fairmont/Minnesota		508 men


		4 Bena/Minnesota		145 men


		5 Owatonna/Minnesota		207 men


		6 Deer River/Minnesota		165 men


		7 New Ulm/Minnesota		318 men


		8 Montgomery/Minnesota	633 men


		9 Faribault/Minnesota		366 men


		10 St. Charles/Minnesota	304 men


		11 Ortonville/Minnesota		110 men


		13 Eldora/Iowa			150 men


		17 Charles City/Iowa		 77 men


		19 Clinton/Iowa 		 92 men


		23 Muscatine/Iowa		113 men


		24 Wells/Minnesota		311 men


		25 Onawa/Iowa			 91 men


		26 Storm Lake/Iowa		 62 men


		—Waverly/Iowa     	        (in preparation)


		total occupancy			4,606 men





Film Preview


	“The Purple Heart” (from 4 to 25 August), “The Story of Alexander Graham Bell” (from 8 to 27 August) and “Song of Bernadette” (from 11 to 30 August).





Thanks


	We thank our comrades Walter Dietz (at Camp Eldora), Adamowsky (1st Company), Janofsky (Camp Tabor), Karl Seidenglanz (2nd Company), F. Mennenga (Camp Faribault), Kurt Neuburger (Camp Charles City) and M.A. Walls (Camp Wells) for their contributions.


