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To Mark the 30th of January


To only a few of those ordained by God is a mission given for all ages—to create something truly, eternally new. These are the guidelines for a distant future. Part of educating a nation involves teaching people the necessary reverence for these great men, for they represent in the flesh the highest values of a nation.


—Supreme Commander of the German Army


	


The World Situation


(based on reports from the “New York Times” from 10 to 22 January 1945)


Heinz Liebster broadcast on German radio: “Errors are made in every war and hindsight is inevitable, but we would not be good National Socialists if we are not convinced that the spirit will overcome the numbers…when speaking of the march on Berlin. Such fantasies take us back to last fall as the British and Americans wanted to march on Berlin. The Russians will also see that the war will take on a new look when they reach the border of the Reich.”


German radio accused the Americans of breaking the international rules of war: “A company-sized American combat patrol, dressed in German uniforms and carrying German weapons, crossed over during the night of Friday to Saturday the German-held zone near Borzee, east of Laroche. Nevertheless, they were recognized by our troops and thrown back. Forty Americans were killed.”


A comical sight presented itself when the Americans entered the battlefield wearing camouflage suits including helmets draped with white long-underwear and women’s panties. In contrast, the Germans wore winter camouflage suits that could be worn in any winter sports arena.


German Troops, in disrupting an allied raid in Northern Italy, were reinforced and the German artillery action was increased. The German ammunition appears to be in good supply. As a result of heavy snowfall, reconnaissance patrol activity was limited on both sides. The Germans have built a defensive line across the entire Italian front, which they are continuing to strengthen and deepen. The American soldiers can only move about Pisa while fully armed because of hostile activities of the local Italian population, which is suffering a food shortage.


Roosevelt and Churchill were informed that lately German submarine activity has intensified and caused an increase the number of ships lost. This activity is an indication that the war in Europe will not be won soon. A radio broadcast from Berlin announced the sinking of 40 allied cargo ships and 5 escort destroyers in the period of 10 days.


A Hungarian general who defected to the Russians reported on his visit to the Fuehrer in the fall of this year. General Field Marshall Wilhelm Keitel, Lieutenant-General Heinz Guderian and the Reichsfuehrer-SS Heinrich Himmler took part in the meeting. The Fuehrer is reported to have said: “We’re all sitting in a boat in a terrible storm. Whoever will now jump overboard—man or nation—will quickly drown. It is entirely possible that the boat will capsize, but it is even more possible that it will reach land. I will defend my Fatherland to the last.” Several times General Voroes stressed the Fuehrer’s confident view of ultimate victory.


The American losses on the Western front have exceeded those from the First World War.


Activity of the German air force was directed against southern England on 57 of 76 days. A large number of domestic and public buildings were damaged or destroyed.


Germany is producing 1,800 aircraft each month in large underground factories.


On 13 January the Russians opened their winter offensive in Poland. The Russians are using a new super tank named the “Josef Stalin,” equipped with a 12.2 cm (approx. 5”) canon.


From London comes word that the western allies have asked the Russians to occupy recently liberated northern Norway. A lack of troops and ship transport space make this unlikely.


Hungary has not only unconditionally surrendered but has joined in the war against Germany following its armistice with Russia. As a result, Hungary will be able to return to its 1937 borders. After this, the Hungarian armed forces will be surrendered to the Russians and within six years, 300 million dollars in reparations must be paid to Russia.


In Belgrade more than 50,000 people demonstrated against the reinstatement of King Peter. Spokespeople declared: “We don’t want a king; we want Tito!”


In the near future, a meeting between Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin is being planned.


A new Spanish law allows the death penalty for protests against the Spanish head of state and prison terms of 30 to 40 years for insults and other crimes directed against Franco.


A scarcity of coal is causing Spain to cancel many train runs. Thousands of inhabitants are suffering from cold weather, since coal is not to be found anywhere. Sweden is being forced to ration gasoline. Also, in London a scarcity of cigarettes exists. The Italians are being forced to buy their food on the black market. The Allies’ ration system has broken down.


British troops and communist Elas armed forces suspended hostilities on 15 January. In spite of this Elas refused to release civilian prisoners they were holding hostage.


Officers of the French Commission for War Criminals state that at least 20,000 Germans will have to face charges in French military courts in response to their condemnation of French nationals during the occupation.


Sir Cecil Hurst has been withdrawn from his office as the British member and chair of the United Nations Commission on War Criminals. This occurred in protest against American suggestions, which demanded the punishment of the persons responsible for “cruelties” against their own people. This article is concerned primarily with the treatment of Jews in Germany.


Radio Moscow is demanding a major offensive by Allies in the west.


The American Pacific Headquarters announced 10 January: “Our troops have landed in Luzon. Luzon is best known as the largest island in the Philippines, with its capital Manila, and before its conquest by the Japanese was an American colony.”


The Japanese have returned to the offensive in China, attacking the area around Hengyang along both ends of the Canton-Hankow railroad line.


For the first time in this war, within the next few days a prisoner exchange will take place in Switzerland. The exact number of POWs to be exchanged cannot be given until their standing is known. In addition, 47 merchant seamen and 812 civilians (approximate numbers) will be exchanged. They plan to exchange 4892 German and 2212 Anglo-Americans.


The New York Times reported on 16 and 17 January that some POW camps have been freed from “Nazi terror.” It published that in some cases POWs were hung for surrendering military secrets, acting in an anti-National Socialist manner and for betrayal of their comrades. 


	The “New York Times” of 16 January shows a picture of a German POW having the EK 1 taken off his uniform. The article stated that the prisoners may of course keep their medals but are not allowed to wear them.


	German POWs in Camp Reynolds staged a sit-down strike in support of their leader and as a result were put on a diet of bread and water.


The United States has spent approximately 245 billion dollars so far on the war effort.


The United States has sent a delegation to Helsinki, probably in an effort to reestablish diplomatic relations.


Argentina took steps to withdraw as a member of the “American-Family”, because it refused to continue to attend meetings of the Pan-American Union as long as the actions of the organization are contrary to Argentinean national rights.


The Police Commissioner from New York announced that in case of a robot attack, only the blue warning signal and a siren lasting only two minutes would be used. In Chicago, a new cigarette rationing system will be introduced. Officials in New York called the system a poor one and discussed the pros and cons of cigarette rationing. The chairman of the war production committee announced that as a result of a coal shortage, effective 1 February all outside lights should be switched off; only lights that are necessary for public safety should be used.





Thoughts on the Trip Over:


The Eternally Free Sea


There we crouch, enclosed and gloomy,


Surrounded by posts and barbed wire,


Deep below in the bowels of the ship:


What joy men have created for themselves!


Then a command rings out, a long wished-for cry:


We go up on deck into the light and air and sun.


The eternal sea, oh what a great joy


To see it in its splendor…


I climb up. Soon I’m almost there.


Already the first light of day greets me:


It pierces the dark walkway;


Now through the doorway, Oh spicy aroma,


Deeply I draw it into my lungs—


The clear, fresh ocean air.





I step toward the window; I shrink back.


What divinely great majesty presents 


Itself here for my eyes.


An eternal wave, an up and a down,


Into the brightest colors, a joyous game.


I am awe-struck; soon it will be too much


For my eyes, not used to the sun.


No decoration made by human hands


Can perfect such a work as this.


The gleam of a thousand shining stars


Sent by the sun, carried by the waves,


And these play in far-off rainbows


As far as my eyes can see.





You eternal sea—you mighty power:


Now smiling quietly, later foaming stormily;


You don’t allow your freedom to be taken away!


You don’t allow yourself to be steered to a course!


Free are your movements, free are your thoughts!


If one gave you fetters, left you in chains—


One thrust from you, one deep breath,


And the work of men would be destroyed...


You know no constraints, freedom is yours!


You eternal sea, I greet you…!


A cry goes up, I have to turn away.


A last look: there you also greet me.


—Erich Starke





From the Camp Pastor’s Folder


(by army chaplain Alex Funke)


An excerpt from Michelangelo’s diary:


“Traveling over the stormy sea of life in a small boat, I have reached the point where we have to give up on accounting for everything. Now I recognize what a deception my attitude toward art has been, because every human being’s wish on Earth is deception. What has come out of all my dreams of love, which have been so futile and funny, where I have been near to a two-fold death—the unavoidable physical and the threatened spiritual? Neither art nor pictures satisfy my soul now, which is only focused on love, which stretches out hands from the cross, in order to embrace us.”


Human Limits


When the most ancient


Heavenly Father


From rolling clouds


With a calm hand scatters


Lightning flashes like seed


Over the earth,


I kiss the lowest 


Hem of his garment,


A childlike awe


Steadfast within me.





For against gods


No man alive 


Should measure himself.


If he rises up


And with the crown of his head


Touches the stars,


Nowhere then do the groping


Soles of his feet adhere,


But clouds and winds


Make him their game.





If with firm,


Marrowy bones he stands


On the well-founded


Durable earth,


Not with so much as the oak


Or the vine


He can presume


To compare his height.


.


What distinguishes


Gods from human kind?


That many waves


Move on before gods,


An eternal tide;


Us the wave lifts,


Us the wave engulfs,


And we go down.





A little ring


Confines our lives,


And many generations 


Forever they link


On to their being’s  


Infnite chain.


—Goethe


[translated by Michael Hamburger; Goethe: Poems and Epigrams; Anvil Press Poetry, Ltd., London 1983]





A Word About Tooth Brushing, Sausage Casings and Detective Novels


The need for knife and fork is understood by almost everyone. Also, almost everyone knows how to use a toothbrush and comb. But, how does one read a book?


	A sausage casing is in certain circumstances a usable if not even practical bookmark. One can also tear out page 25 and simply place it between pages 62 and 63. And if one also draws a large cross after the last sentence, then it would be a laugh if one couldn’t find the place again.


	And these novels are so small and portable! Not only on the mattress but also in the heating, washing and workrooms, one can pull that suspenseful novel out of the pocket. It’s enough, indeed, if one cleans his fingers with his tongue while leafing through the book. Who can take offense if someone in the middle of following the crime, in a fearful sweat and through powdery smoke, has to read a page or a short chapter? With two cents one can become an owner for a week (for some this is an infinite amount of time).


	“Everything has always been like that.” Even the cleverest detective novel keeps to itself who did it. 


	Three times each week there is pushing and shoving for love and crime novels. On shelf higher the classics stand quiet and dusty—Lessing, Goethe, Schiller and all the “hard to approach” collected works of German authors—and observe in quiet the tearing apart of their babbling great-grandchildren. They are secure.


	And the librarian looks gloomily over the growing pile of books that is beyond repair, which lies under the counter: dirty, spotted, cast off. He could be figuring out how long the library can withstand this kind of abuse. He is, however, an optimist and not a good bean counter at all.


—Kammerer





Our Exhibit


Nearly 200 works were entered for the artistic and literary competition. For the most part they were artistic; literature was somewhat weakly represented. Many wonderful works were displayed, but some remained all too humbly in the background. These were either left hanging in the barracks or covered up in duffle bags. This is not really the place for humility. What is needed is to put together the work done by every person and to view it as part of a whole so that everyone gains new impetus and a new inspiration from the total impression.


	One difficulty was the evaluation of the works sent in. The submitters had not only varying professions but also varying “tastes.” Unfortunately, the subjects—with the exception of aquarelle camp scenes—were not taken from the realm of our daily experience. What effort and love lies hidden in some of the work! One could sense this in admiring the loom. Also taken into consideration in the evaluation were the obvious labor and love, which deserve recognition in all cases, even if they were not awarded a prize: thereby, the actual joy in creating the art was not to be compromised.


	It is not appropriate to evaluate or critique every worthwhile accomplishment more closely. The prize committee did that. Since no more prizes were available, only one work from each participant could receive a prize. For the artwork, 30 prizes were set aside; for the literature, six.


	The literary works are appearing in the “Drahtpost”: Two first prizes are in this edition. They are “Una ex his tua erit” from writer Walter Dietz and the poem “The Eternal Sea” by Erich Starke. The third of these first-prize winners we already have published in the Christmas issue: “The Change” by Martin Schachermeier.


	The exhibit was in Compound 3 for a week and in Compound 2 for an additional week. It will stay until Dr. Hong from the Y.M.C.A. visits our camp and sees it. Then the prizes, four of these funded by Dr. Hong himself, will be given out and the works of art returned. 





Use the Time


As a boy I had a toy horse


That was not worth much to me then.


Still, when another boy came


And suddenly took the toy from me,


Then I cried for the little animal


Because suddenly I missed it!





When I later went to school,


Bent daily over the books,


I didn’t want to see the teacher any more


And never again go to school.


How I now long for the happiness


Of those wonderful school days.





Then I got to know a girl


And had to run to her daily,


And dreamed, sunk in love,


Of a beautiful marriage.


Oh, once again I would like to receive


Those first kisses on my cheeks.





Now I’m a soldier and a man


Who can hold his weapon very well;


Now I cry out: Oh, what misery!


—H. Beinroth
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Our Branch Camps


Branch Camp #6, Cut Foot Sioux (Deer River)/Minnesota


	The jump that 122 countrymen made on 6 April 1944 was truly a jump into the most beautiful areas of Minnesota. From Team Camps 1 and 2 of the Concordia/Kansas POW camp, 122 German soldiers officially opened the logging camp named Cut Foot Sioux, near Dear River.


	Just like everywhere else in the world, whenever Germans establish community living there is a great cleaning of various buildings—and that was the case in the old Civilian Conservation Corps camp of Cut Foot Sioux. The first day was taken up with cleaning and moving in, and from the second day on it was a community effort to build the actual camp under the leadership of Captain Groenig, whom most people knew as the leader of Barracks 2 at Concordia. At this time we would like to thank our esteemed captain and his officers—who unfortunately had to leave us on 31 August 1944—for their work and support.


	The camp is composed of the following: 4 barracks for living quarters, 1 kitchen with mess hall, 1 administration barracks with recreation room, a canteen and theater, 1 bathroom building with showers—and all this supplied with electricity and water by a small power plant. In addition are the buildings for American personnel, the workshops, etc.


	In close quarters and for work on small projects, we created a camp in which we feel good and from which we hope to go directly back home. There arose out of nothing two athletic fields and a small swimming facility at Sunken Lake, a beautiful lake in a forest five miles away. A forestry center with a music pavilion and a recreation room were built, along with a classroom for lectures. The canteen was given a general overhaul and a theater was created. We are proud of all of this. 


	While the summer months belonged to sports and exercise—especially swimming—choir and theater structure most of our free time now in winter. 


	The work that we have to do for the American government is being performed in the forests, overseen by seven subcontractors. With the exception of the hunting period from 13 to 25 November, our camp consistently works an eight-hour day. Of the 179 men now in camp, over 80 percent go out every day into the forest with axes and saws to do their “timber hand” work. The remainders of our comrades see to it that the old woodcutters come home in the evening to a well-kept, warm home with water and electricity.


	Since 1 June 1944 the camp has been part of the Algona/Iowa regional camp and has carried the official designation Branch Camp #6, Deer River/Minnesota—so named for the closest postal and railroad station, which are about 20 miles away. 


	For us, however, Cut Foot Sioux remains Cut Foot Sioux, just as the name of the boss here since the first of September is Hans Schulte.
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Our Little Hobby Horse Chess


37th chess puzzle (First Prize, $1)


White: Ke7, Da2, Td6, Sb1, Sb4


Black: Kc5, Ta1, Lb6, Sc4, Ba3, c2


White moves and has checkmate in four moves.


Chess match


	On Tuesday evening 16 January the battle for the traveling trophy of Compound 3, between the 2nd and 6th Companies, was decided. The cup went to the 2nd, whose team won a clear-cut victory, 16 to 8. Everyone knew the importance of this tournament and everyone competed fiercely. It did not happen, as it did in earlier tournaments, that some matches were already decided in the first ten minutes. The 2nd Company’s A team proved to be the strongest of Compound 3 as they shut out their opponents 8-0. Krueger of the 2nd and Brandner of the 6th provided the most hotly contested match. Both are the best in their company and Kruger won after 7 ½ hours—proving that he was the stronger player. The 2nd’s B-team also brought home a narrow victory. Only one C team lost to the 6th, so the 2nd Company won the traveling trophy—as well as a specially donated picture for the A team and a plaque for the B team. For the strongest C team, Company 6 won a plaque and a donated picture. 
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January Program for the Theater Group


First Performance: Monday, 29 January at 6:30 p.m. of “The Miser: A Comedy in Five Acts” by Moliere


Encore Performances:	Tuesday, 30 January at 6:30 p.m. and Friday, 2 February at 6:30 p.m.


Admission: 20 cents; tickets available in advance in the canteens
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Miscellaneous


A son was born to Corporal Martin Putterstein. The 2nd Company and the “Drahtpost” wish him happiness!


Who can bind books for 40 cents a day? Book binding machine and materials are available. Inquire at the “Drahtpost” office or by mail.


	Who knows the melody to the song whose text is well known and which has been played often on German radio every Monday since the beginning of 1945? The lyrics start with: “A little song should connect us…” Contact the “Drahtpost” with the musical notation or a version sung out loud. Payment—50 cents.


	Our camp orchestra is preparing for a concert, which has been scheduled tentatively for 5 February. It will play melodies from operas, operettas and talking films. The program includes: “Die Fledermaus” [“The Bat”] and “The Emperor’s Waltz” by Johann Strauss, the “Rococo-Serenade” and “The Mill in the Black Forest—among others—as well as a few of the best known film hits.


We thank all these comrades: Josef Achatz, H. Boehme, Kurt Bormann, Walter Dietz, Karl Huber, A. Janker, Theo Lensing, Josef Mach, Wilhelm Martens, Martin Schachermeier, Wolfdietrich Schroeder, K. Trathy and Wederwille for their contributions and we ask all of our comrades to continue their dedicated work.


Through a “secured supply of materials” we now can produce the desired number of newspapers. Included in this issue is the subscription list for the branch camps and companies.


	Branch Camp #3 at Remer has disbanded, and most of its inmates are building Branch Camp #18 at Grand Rapids. We hope to hear something from Grand Rapids soon.


	Army chaplain Kurek was transferred on 11 January.


