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17 [June] 1945


 (translated by William Shetter)





Thinking and Doing


Whatever comes our way that is great, beautiful or meaningful should not be recalled as if from afar—caught as it were—but rather right from the start it should be woven into our innermost self; become one with it; create a new, better Self in us and in this way ever live and create—forever formative. There is no past that one should long for; there is only an eternal new that is formed from the fading elements of the past. The real longing must always be productive, and create what is new and better.


Thinking and doing, doing and thinking: that is the height of all wisdom, which has always been recognized and practiced but not perceived by everyone. Both of them must move in a constant back and forth, like inhaling and exhaling. Just as question and answer, one of them should not happen without the other. Whoever makes it into a guiding principle to test doing by thinking and thinking by doing—which the genius of the human reason whispers secretly into the ear of every new-born person—can’t go wrong. If he does go astray, he will quickly find his way back onto the right path.


—Goethe





The World Situation


(based on reports from the “New York Times” from 30 May to 10 June 1945)


Russia announced the largest development program in its peacetime history, in the conscription of all 15- and 16-year old men for the Red Army. It is further reported that Moscow has claimed portions of the capitulated German fleet for deployment in the Baltic area.


Prime Minister Churchill announced on behalf of the English government that the elections of Parliament would be held on 5 July in some districts of England, and in other districts on the 12th. This is so that masses of workers who go on vacation in July would have the chance to vote without missing their vacations.


General Chiang Kai-shek has resigned as Prime Minister of China, succeeded by Dr. Soong. He wants to devote his time and energy exclusively to his position as Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Forces in China in the struggle against Japan. Dr. Soong is China’s Foreign Minister. He is 50 years old and the brother of Chiang Kai-shek’s wife. He is regarded as one of the most popular men in China and is head of the Chinese delegation at the San Francisco conference.


In the near future the military authorities in the British and Canadian Zone of Germany will begin demobilization of more than 1,500,000 German soldiers—who are needed for agriculture, housing construction, industry and the traffic system. Agricultural workers will be released first, because the Allied authorities have decided that Germany must feed itself. Harvest projections in the zone occupied by the English look rather good. Although there is a certain irony in the fact that German solders will receive their discharge papers before millions of their conquerors, in order to avoid misery and chaos some replacement must be found for the millions of slave laborers who now can return home. We find a further irony in the fact that, in the interest of lessening dissatisfaction and disorder, the German laborers are to be put to work as near as possible to their homes, while the Allied troops are still far from their families. Notorious troublemakers will not be discharged from the German army, but will remain prisoners of war. When all the discharged soldiers have returned to civilian status, thousands of them will have to continue wearing uniforms due to a shortage of civilian clothes, but they will be required to remove all military insignia from their uniforms. When the German soldiers are paid, they are to be paid by Germans and not by the Allied forces.


Field Marshall Sir Bernard Montgomery, the Commander-in-Chief of the British Zone, has begun work and, using his characteristic technique of gaining people’s trust, has begun telling the German people through radio, flyers and posters precisely what he expects of them. His first proclamation consists of five short numbered paragraphs, divided into three sub-paragraphs indicated by letters of the alphabet. It begins with his announcement of his appointment as commander of the British Zone and continues “My immediate goal is to secure a simple and orderly life for the entire community. The first step must be for the populace to have (a) food, (b) shelter and (c) freedom from sickness. The harvest must be brought in, and the transportation system must be restored. The mail must circulate again. Certain industries must be brought back into operation. All this means much hard work for everyone. Whoever commits any crime against international law will be treated accordingly. The German people will work according to my orders to produce necessities for the community, and to restore the economic life of the country.”


Pope Pius said that postwar Europe is threatened by impoverished people who have been robbed of their illusions and are disappointed and hopeless. These people would fortify the ranks of revolution in the pay of tyranny, which would be no less despotic than the ones that had planned the destruction of humanity. He prophesied that the German people would rise to new dignity and new life after it had cleansed itself from Nazism and after the guilty had paid for their crimes.


In the American and British occupied zones, since V-E day no signs of a German underground movement have appeared; in Baden, however, several French soldiers have been murdered.


General Joseph MacNarney, Acting Commander-in-Chief in the Mediterranean Theater, said yesterday evening in a speech that almost all American troops would leave the Mediterranean Theater before Chistmas.


On 5 June 1945 Germany came under the full control of the United Nations, as American, British, Russian and French Supreme Commanders took complete control in Germany. They will confirm the conditions of surrender, supervise the complete disarmament and demilitarization of the nation that is declared solely responsible for this war, and exercise complete authority until the Germans are in a position to form a responsible and satisfactory government. The German borders are temporarily set at those of 1 December 1937, prior to the annexation of Austria.


Maps published in Moscow show that Russia is striving for the occupation of approximately half of Germany, which in some areas would necessitate an American withdrawal of 150 miles. Allied representatives are at work in Vienna on developing a plan for the occupation of Austria.


The United States is now holding 2,100,000 German war prisoners in custody, but within six months all will be either released or turned over to the English or French—with the exception of 600,000 who will be held back for labor for the U.S. Army in Europe. This announcement was made today by Col. Robert J. Gill, chief of the Prisoner of War Department in Provost Marshall’s office. The 350,000 German prisoners in the United States also will be eventually released according under this plan. The treatment of prisoners since V-E day has been somewhat uncertain, because the Geneva Convention—which establishes treatment of war prisoners—does not provide for unconditional surrender. The Convention says that agreements as to the status of prisoners are to be made in the cease-fire conditions. But, since at the time of the surrender the U.S. was not negotiating with the Germans, this state of affairs did not emerge. Since the Convention is an agreement between two governments and a German government no longer exists, there would be reasons for abolishing the Convention. Nevertheless, Army legal advisers interpret the Convention not only as an agreement between the American government and German soldiers, whose rights—according to the Convention—can only be set aside by mutual agreements between the government and the individual soldier—explained Colonel Gill, in peacetime a lawyer in Baltimore. Accordingly, it has been concluded that the Convention remains in force for the treatment of German soldiers. The Germans held in custody who gave up their weapons on surrender do not have the same status. They are considered disarmed enemy forces and are not under the protection of the Geneva Convention with regard to care—for example, shelter, food and clothing. Several million of these soldiers are under their own guard, take care of themselves until release and will probably return home before the regular prisoners. At the time of the German capitulation, the American army had 2,852,000 German prisoners, not including the Mediterranean theater. The U.S. Army could provide shelter for only one million prisoners; the rest had to be placed in temporary camps along the German border. The prisoners were assigned labor—for example, loading Army supplies and repairing Army equipment. In the camps in Brittany, 200,000 of them were turned over to the French as laborers—an act which the Geneva Convention does not expressly provide for, but does not forbid, either. In three camps in the vicinity of Cologne, 160,000 were turned over to the English, who will occupy this region. The order of priority for the release of the prisoners is: first women, then miners, farmers, transportation workers, persons under 50 years old and persons whose health renders them unfit for work; after that come the rest. These special categories make up about 18% of all the German prisoners.





From the Camp Pastor’s Folder


(by navy chaplain Eich)


A Parable by Matthias Claudius


There was once a time when people got along on what nature provided, and had to live on acorns and other hard, poor food. Then a man by the name of Osiris came from far away and said to them “There is better food for people and a way of producing it in abundance—and I have come to teach you that secret.” And he taught them the secret and prepared a field before their eyes and said “See, that’s what you must do: the forces of heaven will do the rest.” The crop grew and bore fruit, and the people marveled at it and were happy, and cultivated the field diligently and profitably.


As time went on, some of them thought the farming technique too simple, and they no long wished to bear the drawbacks of the open air and the seasons. “Come” they said, “let us enclose the field in walls and build a vault over it, then we can carry on agriculture with seemliness and ease. The forces of heaven aren’t all that necessary, and besides nobody sees them.” “But” said others, “Osiris left the heaven open and said ‘that’s what you must do: the forces of heaven will do the rest.’” “The only reason he said that,” they answered, “was to get agriculture started.” So, the people enclosed the field in walls and built a vault over it and painted the sky on it—but the crop wouldn’t grow! And they cultivated, plowed, tilled and fertilized until they were blue in the face—but the crop wouldn’t grow! And they kept right on cultivating—and many of those who stood around and watched made fun of them. Finally, they made fun of Osiris and his secret, too.





Rule of Life 


If you want to build a good life,


You mustn’t worry about what’s past;


And even if something of yours went lost,


Prove yourself to be like born anew.


Ask yourself, what each day wants;


What each day wants, will reveal itself.


One day, you’re going to get it:


What others do, you will learn to cherish.


And especially this—hate no man


And leave the rest up to God.


	—Goethe





Our Branch Camps


Branch Camp #17, Charles City/Iowa


Full of expectation, on 20 October 1944 an advance force of 25 men left Branch Camp #10 in St. Charles/Minnesota—which had been discontinued—and traveled south to the town of Charles City/Iowa to prepare the newly founded Branch Camp #17. After a trip of many hours we reached our destination, which turned out to look like a clubhouse near the edge of the city. Right at the entrance of the park we were greeted by a stately building with all the splendor of its many tall windows and idyllic-looking autumnal surroundings. Even the large (though somewhat irregular) golf course in front of it—which also was in its last greenery—contributed to making the first impression very pleasant. As a rule the first impression is supposed to be the most lasting one, but this time turned out to be an exception—unfortunately.


The very first step onto the stairs—which up till now had been untouched by German foot soldiers—plunged our joy, which had been awakened prematurely, into disillusionment. The whole thing turned out to be a clever and attractive-looking dummy, which was cobbled together for eternity with screws and nails—nothing like our idea of a clubhouse, apart from the dust and dirt, and the many spider webs that grimaced at us from all sides. But, even here, industrious hands with scrubbers and brushes managed to work unimaginable wonders and by the next day—on which the rest of the 50 comrades that made up our crew arrived—the few rooms were in a livable condition. Now the sun’s rays could shine through the windows again. Space was very tight, and has recently become even more crowded because of the expansion of our numbers by a 15-member crew of brick-makers, so that even the canteen and the tool room had to be called into service. But, the seats in the dining room are exactly enough. Up till now, our two toilets have been in use without incident.


Work started right away, with 30 men in the fields of the neighboring nursery, in the cold winter months with a construction firm for the construction of homes in the city and, finally, in strengthened numbers, at the same nursery again. Our secret hope that we would get a new contract in the spring grows more and more distant by the day, so we are left with no other choice but to continue patiently bearing the suffering inflicted on us by a gardener who wants to root around in any kind of weather. Every day, the brick-making crew travels to a brickyard 14 miles away [in Rockford/Iowa].


Things are always busy during free time. Chess games belong to everyday life here, and many a wood carver—whose reputation long since has spread beyond our fence—sits with his knives in the evening. Sport out in the open is carried on in many ways. In the first place soccer and table tennis, but also horseshoe contests—which are joined in enthusiastically by a great many people. Many a ferocious competition has been carried on until the horseshoes were ringing well into the darkness. A few completely indefatigable ones have put together some fishing lines for use in the creek that flows by near the camp—though the kitchen is still waiting for the welcome supplement. Could the fault be that of the poor, undernourished worms or perhaps the clever fish?


For entertainment we have access to a small library, for musical entertainment our four-voice chorus. When everything is closed down, we turn to our electric record player—the sound of which often penetrates far into the park while we’re on the porch. The newly fabricated wooden film screen is, unfortunately, hardly ever used.


With these somewhat delayed signs of life, Charles City sends cordial greetings to all comrades in the main and secondary camps.


	—Kurt Neuburger


