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IV. HISTORICAL SKILLS

B. Historical Resources 
The student will begin to use historical resources.
1. Students will identify, describe, and extract information from various types of historical sources, both primary and secondary.  

2. Students will assess the credibility and determine appropriate use of different sorts of sources.  

3. Students will investigate the ways historians learn about the past if there are no written records.
A. Historical Inquiry

The student will apply research skills through an in-depth investigation of a historical topic.
1. Students will define a research topic that can be studied using a variety of historical sources with an emphasis on the use of primary sources.  

2. Students will identify and use repositories of research materials including libraries, the Internet, historical societies, historic sites, and archives, as appropriate for their project.  

3. Students will evaluate web sites for authenticity, reliability, and bias.  

4. Students will learn how to prepare for, conduct, and document an oral history.  

5. Students will apply strategies to find, collect and organize historical research.
C. Historical Inquiry

The student will apply research skills by investigating a topic in U.S. History

1. Students will define a research topic that can be studied using a variety of historical sources.  

2. Students will identify, locate, and use repositories of research materials including libraries, the Internet, historical societies, historic sites, and archives, as appropriate for their project.  

3. Students will develop strategies to find, collect, and organize historical research.
Put first-person history into your
WW II curriculum
TRACES Museum: Landmark Center, St. Paul
Exhibits: Art, Artifacts, Papers, Photographs and More
Vanished: German-American Internment

Behind Barbed Wire:  Midwestern POWs in Nazi Germany
A Captive Eye:  German POWs in the Upper Midwest

History as Biography: Midwest Main Street and Berliner Opernplatz

A Safe Haven: Refugees in the Heartland

Aftermath: What Midwest Soldiers Found in Nazi Camps

BUS-eums
Traveling exhibit 1:  Behind Barbed Wire: Midwestern POWs in Nazi Germany

Traveling exhibit 2:  Vanished: German American Internment

Books
Only the Least of Me is Hostage

Documents in vivid detail the ordeal that some sons of the American Heartland endured as prisoners of war in Nazi Germany. Richly illustrated with the men's own photos, drawings and related documents (many ;reproduced in color); both Volume I: Soldiers and Volume II: Airmen contain sobering, moving stories of courage and cowardice, hope and despair, darkness and light.
Swords into Plowshares

Dean Simmons' intricate research into 21 POW camps established in Minnesota between 1943 and 1945. Based on archival material in the U.S. and Europe as well as interviews with former prisoners, the 234-page book contains numerous illustrations and 80 photos. 
VANISHED: German-American Civilian Internment, 1941-48

The U.S. Government interned some 15,000 German American civilians immediately following the bombing of Pearl Harbor , using lists made months in advance. Some of those interned were Nazi sympathizers, but many more (some 4,058) were Latin-American German Americans forcibly brought to this country to exchange for German-held U.S. nationals, and even Jews who had fled the Holocaust. Not one of the internees was ever charged with, tried for or convicted of a war-related crime against the United States; the internees—including U.S. citizens—were allowed no legal defense. This 105-page book contains extensive auto/biographies of former internees, as well as hundreds of photos.

Signs of Life

This book documents through 282 translated letters of German POWs in the Camp Algona system two World War II-era German POW legacies, the Historical ("facts" inseparably tied to specific periods, places or personalities) and the Human (timeless themes and struggles central to human existence). The letters illustrate an evolution from their authors' being captured soldiers to men yearning to return to home and hearth. This 99-page book contains some 150 photos as well as two dozen related document
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Resources:

1. Letters, diaries, newspaper accounts, legislative debates, oral traditions, architecture, material artifacts, art, maps, and statistics
2. Popular press (newspapers, magazines), eyewitness accounts, diaries, literature, mythology, interviews, photographs, government documents, scholarly publications, web resources
3. Archeological and geological evidence, art, architecture, oral traditions, mythology

I. U.S. History

The Great Depression and World War II

1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the international background of World War II and the debates over American involvement in the conflict.     

2. Students will demonstrate knowledge of key leaders and events of World War II and how the Allies prevailed.

3. Students will describe the impact of the war on people such as women, African Americans and Japanese Americans.
NATIONAL STANDARD

2.1.d . . . assist the learners in developing historical research capabilities that enable them to formulate historical questions, obtain historical data, question historical data, identify the gaps in available records, place records in context, and construct sound historical interpretations.
A PROJECT PLAN for

American or World history classes

incorporating the

AMERICAN VETERANS’ HISTORY PROJECT 

Mandated by Congress and assigned to the Library of Congress’ American Folklife Center, the American Veterans’ History Project has as its goal to record the experiences of all American Veterans now living and to make that information available to the American public. The project is reaching out to groups all across the United States to assist in this mammoth undertaking. As a partner in the Project, TRACES would like to encourage your students to also become a part of it. Our primary focus is on WW II veterans because these people range in age from their upper 70s to their 90s and are dying at a rate of nearly 2,000 a day. If their stories are not captured now, they never will be. Your students can be a part of this nation- wide project and at the same time achieve some of the standards and objectives you have established for your American history or World history WW II unit. Essentially, each student will make a video taped interview with a veteran of WW II or with another person (veteran’s wife or parent, someone who worked at home in a war-time endeavor, etc.) and make that video a part of the nation-wide project.

We can help by providing one or more of our resources to give your students first-person information about Midwesterners like their grand- parents, neighbors, aunts and uncles.  This enables them to select appropriate interviewees, prepare compelling interview questions, and conduct interviews with understanding and empathy.
PROJECT OUTLINE
Each student is to conduct and tape an interview with
1.  a U.S. veteran of WW II or
2.  someone else who was living during WW II

and make a 5-10-minute presentation to the class talking about what he/she learned from the interview using clips from (but not the entire) tape as support or examples.

Days 1 and 2:  Use resources like those available from TRACES to familiarize students with first-person stories of Midwesterners who experienced WW II.

In addition to the books, traveling exhibits, and the museum itself, TRACES can also offer a classroom presentation to kick off the unit.

Days 3 and 4:  Select subjects for interviews, prepare questions, and plan the interview format.

At this point, the WW II unit can proceed with the materials usually used for the classes, giving the students time outside of class to conduct the actual interviews.

Days 5, 6 and 7 (The number of days will vary depending on class sizes)

Class presentations.

NOTE: The completed videotapes along with the necessary paper work required by the Veterans’ history project may be sent directly to the American Folklife Center (address contained in their packet). The materials may also be sent to TRACES (For mailing information, see www.TRACES.org. A third choice is to house the videos at your community’s public library and to send the biographical information sheets to the American Folklife center so that they may record the names of the veterans and where the information is available to the public. For The American Veterans’ History Project, see the web site at http://www.loc.gov/vets/
